
Performance note: This work explores the rhythms and sounds of individual words. Attention to consonants, 

particularly final consonants, is integral to the desired effect. For instance, the "ks" and "z" sounds at the ends 

of the words 'Lakes and rivers' should be shortly but clearly articulated, perhaps even accented slightly, on the 

rest following the notes. Please apply this principle throughout the work. From m. 138-148, the "s" in Snake 

should be hissed as indicated by the cross-shaped notehead. From m. 151 on, when the noteheads revert to normal, 

sing as one normally world, going directly to the vowel. Have fun!

Conceived for a unique performing venue in which the singers are arranged in a vertical space, with basses toward 

the floor and the other parts, in order, rising physically higher and higher in space; the 1st Sopranos being closest to 

the sky. In a standard concert venue, such as a church or theater, play with arranging the singers in the available space,

perhaps arrayed along the sides of the audience with the sopranos toward the front and the basses toward the back. 

The individually of the parts, and where those sounds eminate from in relationship to the audience, is another integral 

part of the work. Play up the kaleidescopic nature of the writing.

* During m. 244 simulate the sound of distant rain. This can be achieved by filling a large wash tub with several inches

of water. Then, using a watering can that has a large head at the end of the spout with multiple holes slowy and evenly 

pour more water into the basin. Perhaps this process begins during the prior measure so that when the music stops

in measure 244, the sound of the "rain" is already in the air. It doesn't have to be loud. Stop the "rain" once the first chord 

of M. 245 has begun. Ideally this would be done out of sight of the audience, perhaps from the back.

for SSAATTBB choir

Water.

Lakes and rivers.

Oceans and streams.

Springs, pools and gullies.

Arroyos, creeks, watersheds.

Pacific. Atlantic. Mediterranean.

Indian. Caribbean. China Sea.

(Lying. Dreaming on shallow shores.)

Artic. Antarctic. Baltic.

Mississippi. Amazon. Columbia. Nile.

Thames. Sacramento. Snake. (Undulant woman river.)

Seine. Rio Grande. Willamette. McKenzie. Ohio.

Hudson. Po. Rhine. Rhone.

Rain. After a lifetime of drought.

That finally cleanses the air.

The soot from our eyes.

The dingy windows of our western home.

The rooftops and branches. The wings of birds.

The new light on a slant. Pouring. Making everything new.

 

Paula Gunn Allen "He Na Tye Woman" from Shadow Country. Copyright © 1982 by Paula Gunn Allen.

Used by permission of the Estate of Paul Gunn Allen c/o The Permissions Company., Inc.,

www.permissionscompany.com. All rights reserved. 
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&

∑

O hi- o.- Po.

cresc.

Rhine. Rhone. Rhine. Rhone. Rhine. Po. Rhine. Rhone.

&

Po. Rhine. Rhone.

∑

Po.

cresc.

Rhine. Rhone. Rhine. Rhone. Rhine. Po. Rhine. Rhone.

&

∑

O hi- o.- O

cresc.

hi- - o.- -

&

Po. Rhine. Rhone.

∑

Po.

cresc.

Rhine. Rhone. Rhine. Rhone. Rhine. Po. Rhine. Rhone.

&

‹
Po. Rhine. Rhone.

∑

Po.

cresc.

Rhine. Rhone. Rhine. Rhone. Rhine. Po. Rhine. Rhone.

&

‹
Po. Rhine. Rhone.

∑

Po.

cresc.

Rhine. Rhone. Rhine. Rhone. Rhine. Po. Rhine. Rhone.

?

∑

O hi- o.-

cresc.

Rhine. Rhone. Rhine.

?

∑

O hi-

3

o.

cresc.

- Rhone. Rhine.

&

Rhine. Rhone. Rhine.

∑ ∑

Rhine.

f

Rhone.

&

Rhine. Rhone. Rhine. Po. Po. Po. Po.

f

Po. Rhine. Rhone.

&

O hi- o.-

mf

Mc Ken- zie.

3

- Mc Ken- zie.

3

- O

f

hi- o.-

&

Rhine. Rhone. Rhine.

mf

Wil lam- ette.

3

- Wil lam- ette.

3

- O

f

hi- o.-

&

‹
Rhine. Rhone. Rhine.

mf

Mc Ken- zie.

3

- Mc Ken- zie.

3

- O

f

hi- o.-

&

‹
Rhine. Rhone. Rhine.

mf

Wil lam- ette.

3

-

Wil lam- ette.

3

- O

f

hi- o.-

?

O hi- o.-

mf

Rhine.

f

Rhine. Rhone.

3

?

Rhone. Rhine.

f

∑

Rhine

f

Rhone.

3

Œ
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6

4

6

4

6

4

6

4

6

4

6

4

6

4

6

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

&

Rhine. Rhone.

* See p. 1

performance

note

∑

ff

Rain.

suddenly slower

Rain. Rain. Rain.

f

&

Rhine. Rhone.

3

∑

ff

Rain. Rain. Rain.

Rain.

f

&

Po. Rhine. Rhone.

∑

ff

Rain. Rain. Rain. Rain.

f

&

Po. Rhine. Rhone.

∑

ff

Rain. Rain. Rain. Rain.

f

&

‹
Po. Rhine. Rhone.

∑

ff

Rain. Rain. Rain.

f

Rain.

&

‹
Po. Rhine. Rhone.

∑

ff

Rain.

Rain. Rain. Rain.

f

Rain.

?

Rhine. Po. Rhine.Rhone.

∑

ff

Rain. Rain. Rain. Rain.

f

?

Rhine.Po. Rhine.Rhone.

∑

ff

Rain.

Rain. Rain. Rain.

f

&

Rain.

mf

Rain.

mp

Rain.

p

p

Af ter- a

3

life time- of

3

drought. That

&

Rain.

mf

mp

Rain. Rain.

p p

Af ter- a

3

life time- of

3

drought. That

&

Rain.

mf mp

Rain. Rain.

p

p

Af ter- a

3

life time- of

3

drought. That

&

Rain.

mf

Rain.

mp

Rain.

p

∑

pp

Af ter- a

3

life time- of

3

drought.

&

‹
Rain.

mf

mp

Rain. Rain.

p

∑

pp

Af ter- a

3

life time- of

3

drought.

&

‹
Rain.

mf

Rain.

mp

Rain.

p

∑

pp

Af ter- a

3

life time- of

3

drought.

?

Rain.

mf

Rain.

mp

Rain.

p

∑

pp

Af ter- a

3

life time- of

3

drought.

?

Rain.

mf

Rain.

mp

Rain.

p

∑

pp

Af ter- a

3

life time- of

3

drought.
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4

&

fi nal- ly

3

- cleans es- the

3

air. The soot from our

3

eyes, soot from our

3

eyes.

&

fi nal- ly

3

- cleans es- the

3

air. The soot from our

3

eyes, soot from our

3

eyes.

&

fi nal- ly

3

- cleans es- the

3

air. The soot from our

3

eyes,

soot from our

3

eyes.

&

∑

Fi nal- ly

3

- cleans es- the

3

air. Soot from our

3

eyes, soot from our

3

&

‹

∑

Fi nal- ly

3

- cleans es- the

3

air. Soot from our

3

eyes, soot from our

3

&

‹

∑

Fi nal- ly

3

- cleans es- the

3

air. Soot from our

3

eyes, soot from our

3

?

∑

Fi nal- ly

3

- cleans es- the

3

air. Soot from our

3

eyes, soot from our

3

?

∑

Fi nal- ly

3

- cleans es- the

3

air. Soot from our

3

eyes, soot from our

3

&

∑ ∑

West

pp

ern- home. The

p

roof tops- and

3

branch es.-

3

&

∑ ∑

pp

West ern- home.

∑

p

The wings of

&

∑ ∑

pp

West ern- home.

∑ ∑

&

eyes. The

p

din gy- win dows- of our west ern- home.

∑ ∑

&

‹
eyes. The

p

din gy- win dows- of our west ern- home. The

p

roof tops- and

3

branch es.-

3

&

‹
eyes. The

p

din gy- win dows- of our west ern- home.

∑

p

The wings of

?

eyes.

p

The din gy- win dows- of our west ern- home.

∑

p

The wings of

?

eyes. The

p

din gy- win dows- of our west ern- home.
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&

∑

mp

Light on a slant. Pour ing.- Pour ing.-

&

birds.

mp

Light on a slant. Pour ing.- Pour - ing.

&

mp

The new light on a slant. Pour ing.- Pour ing.-

&

mp

The new light on a slant. Pour ing.- Pour ing.-

&

‹

mp

The new light on a slant. Pour ing.- Pour ing.-

&

‹
birds.

mp

Light on a slant. Pour ing.- Pour ing.-

?

birds.

mp

Light on a slant. Pour ing.- Pour ing.-

?

The

mp

new light on a slant. Pour ing.- Pour ing.-

&

Mak

cresc.

ing- ev 'ry- thing

3

- new.

∑ ∑

Mak

f

ing- ev 'ry- thing

3

-

&

Mak

cresc.

ing- ev 'ry- thing

3

- new.

∑ ∑

Mak

f

ing- ev 'ry- thing

3

-

&

Mak

cresc.

ing- ev 'ry- thing

3

- new.

∑ ∑ ∑

&

Mak

cresc.

ing- ev 'ry- thing

3

- new.

∑ ∑ ∑

&

‹
Mak

cresc.

ing- ev 'ry- thing

3

- new.

∑ ∑ ∑

&

‹
Mak
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ing- ev 'ry- thing

3

- new.

∑ ∑

Mak

f

ing- ev 'ry- thing

3
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?

Mak
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ing- ev 'ry- thing

3

- new.
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Mak

f

ing- ev 'ry- thing
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- new.
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&

new, ev 'ry- thing

3

- new, ev 'ry- thing

3

- new, ev 'ry- thing

3

-

&

new. Mak ing- ev - 'ry thing

3

- new. Mak -

&

Mak

f

ing- ev 'ry- thing

3

- new. Mak ing- ev 'ry- thing
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